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force.    This force he supposed to act much as ectoplasm does in some modern theories.
The experiments which he describes were made in his dining-room, which was lit by a gas-jet of about 5 candle-power. The simplest and most important experiment was that supposed to prove that Home could alter the weight of a plank. A plank about 10 Ibs. in weight was supported in a horizontal position : one end was attached to a spring balance to register its weight ; the other end rested on a knife-edge, which stood on a table, and in the experiments Home was supposed to press on the part of the plank between its free extremity and the knife-edge. Crookes and his wife sat on either side of him to see that the pressure was applied at this place, and with one foot on the foot of Home nearest to them. Under these conditions the spring balance indicated an increase of weight amounting in one case to nearly 12 02. Crookes in June 1871 communicated to the Royal Society a paper containing an account of this and some other experiments made with Home. The Committee of Papers, at their first meeting after the receipt of the paper, postponed their decision for a fortnight. Crookes heard of this : he wrote at once to Home : "I want you therefore to help me by giving me three evenings, between now and the 2yth inst., at which I can repeat the increase of weight experiment in the presence of one or two other good witnesses, and then send in on the 28th an overwhelming mass of evidence which the committee can't reject". He sent in a further paper on June 28th, but it does not seem to have contained an account of any further seances with Home. The paper came before the Council of the Society and was unanimously rejected. This course seems to me to have been
381